
 
 

IDENTIFICATION STATEMENT 

The Lone Star Warrior is the state publication of the 

Texas Motorcycle Rights Association (TMRA2). 

Published monthly. 

DISCLAIMER 

TMRA2 accepts no responsibility for the comments 

or opinions contained in this publication. Comments 

or opinions expressed in by-lined text should not be 

considered official views of the association or its 

officers. 

TMRA2 Houston Web Page: www.terry-g.net/sput/  

TMRA2 State Web Page: www.tmra2.org  

OFFICER INFORMATION 

State Office: 

TMRA2 

275 Old Lexington Rd. 

Elgin, Texas 78621 

 512-971-6777          512-971-1377 

Chairman Emeritus/State Chair Sputnik 

512-971-6777    sputnik@tmra2.org  

 State Secretary/Treasurer: Terri Williams 

secretary@tmra2.org       512-971-1377 

Send membership and donations to Terri 

Williams, State Secretary at State Office   

Send Reports and Warrior correspondence to:  

sputnik@tmra2.org  

 

Send Chapter donations to State Office 

  

 

DISTRICT ADVISORS  

#01 Karl Ford 903-629-7624 

 #03  Brian (NoBody) Horn  903-589-0950 

Mountainman2672@aol.com  

  #05 Tom Maddux 254-729-3104 

tom@lpcycles.com  

#20  Lupita Velasquez    361-834-1630   

lupitatexas@sbcglobal.net     

#22 Greg Bodovsky 254-582-9291 

txhdryder@att.net     Cell  254-205-0678  

Assistant: Robin (Smiley) Curry 

 seabeewarriorforchrist@netzero.net   

#24 Terri Knight  

tktmra2@yahoo.com     

Assistant: Ron Ashmore 325-338-8494 

wb5duqron@netzero.net    

#31 Dean Maltsberger 432-550-7361 

Bergerman49@yahoo.com  

Any Districts not listed need District Advisors. 

Consider becoming an Advisor to improve  

communication in your district. If you donôt see a 

Chapter that meets in your local are consider 

working with us to establish a chapter where you 

can attend meetings and just generally interact with 

others who work to improve the political Climate. 

Youôll be surprised how much fun you can have 

while making a difference in all our lives. 
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EDITORIAL GUIDELINES 

Letters to the Editor are welcome and encouraged. 

If you have something to say let the other Warriors 

know how you feel about a particular issue. That 

also letôs the state office help make your Newsletter 

more interesting. Only current paid TMRAII 

members may submit a ñLetter to the Editorò; a 

name and phone number must be included with the 

letter for Contact/verification purposes. Maximum of 

150 words except reports. Please do not submit 

slanderous or accusing letters or profanity. 

We reserve the right to edit or refuse any 

submissions for publications that do not meet 

these standards.  

LONE STAR WARRIOR MATERIAL DEADLINE 

***  ***  ***  NOTE NEW DEADLINE  ***  ***  *** 

All submissions intended for Warrior publication 

must be received by the 25th of each month. The 

monthly Warrior would be much enhanced if each 

chapter and each Advisor would submit reports so 

all members would know what was happening all 

across the state. Please give this a try. 

AD RATES: 

Business Card   $10 per issue      $  75  per year 

1/4 page             $20 per issue     $ 125  per year 

1/2 page             $35 per issue     $ 225  per year 

Full Page            $80 per issue     $ 500  per year 

A full page Rally Flyer is free for two issues if any 

part of the proceeds benefit TMRA 2. 

CHAPTER MEETINGS BY CIT 

Big Country chapter meets the 2nd Tuesday @7 

pm the Firehouse Bar&Grill at the corner of 

South 21st and Butternut. Contact Terri  or Ron 

325- 338-8494 

Austin Minutemen chapter meets the 1st 

Tuesday @ 7:30 p.m. at Moose Lodge on E. M. 

Franklin St.Contact Bart 512-925-3524 

Heart of Texas chapter meets the 2nd Sunday 

@ 1:00 p.m. at Jim's Cycle Shop, Highway 31, 

Axtell 76624, (254) 863-5460 Contact: Jim (254) 

863-5460 

D/FW chapter meets the 2nd Wednesday @ 7:30 

p.m. at VFW Post 4477, 300 S. Smith St., Dallas 

75211, (214) 339-5800 Contact: Elmer (214) 316-

3405 

El Paso chapter meets the 3rd Wednesday @ 

7:00 p.m 

1st Brazoria County chapter meets the 1st 

Saturday@ 11:00 a.m. at Christyôs, 2610 N. 

Velasco St., Angleton 77515, (979) 849-4932 

Contact: Frank (979) 964-3480 or Roddy Mohler 

(979) 233-1439 

Lake Granbury Liberty Riders chapter meets the 

4th Wednesday @ 7:00 p.m. at VFW Post 7835, 

3670 W. Hwy. 377, Granbury, 76048, (817) 573-

9350 Contact Smiley 

Texas Owners Group chapter meets the 1st 

Sunday at L.P.Cycles on Hwy 164 10 miles East 

of Groesbeck. Contact Tom (254)729-2602 

 Soon after my wife and I met, she mentioned 
how she really wished that she could afford a 
riding lawnmower.  She was a single gal that 
worked all day and was often tired in the 
evening when she got home from work. 
 
So, being the handy sort of guy that I was, I 
made her a riding lawnmower. I guess I 
thought she would squeal with delight and give 
me a big hug.  

 
 
To this day I have never been able to 
understand why women are so hard to please..  



 

1st Brazoria Chapter 11 JUL 2009 
 
Meeting was called to order at 1100am, followed by the pledge of allegiance and a moment of 
silence. Minutes from last meeting and treasury report were read and accepted. Larry had our 1/4 
finance rpt ready and all approve. Good Job LARRY.  
    
Wow what a meeting. Talk about a full house, folks were standing outside. Briefly ran though what 
has been happening up in Austin as far as the bills that made it through. State Chairman Sputnik and 
his wife Gwen sat in on our meeting and was asked to inform us on the Austin happenings. So here it 
is in a nutshell: 
 The funds DPS took was rededicated back to the Riders fund. Da Lady was a main influence on that. 
Also an increase in the amount of dollars, personnel, and training course/sites, something like a 
million plus over the next two years. A combination of bills rolled into one was the coup-d-gra, HB 
1967. With the combined efforts of TDOT, DPS, Education Dept, Insurance  Reps, Baylor College of 
Medicine, TMRA2, and Iôm sure there might have been more, they finally sat around and worked out 
this bill where everybody gave a little and come to an agreement and it worked all the way to the top, 
and in Sept you will see the results. 
 
 New riders will have to take the riders training course. 
 Share the road curriculum into the drivers test. 
 Now TDOT will do motor awareness program year round. 
 Fail to yield will be fined, Jail time got knock off the list. 
 Helmet sticker will be no more. 
Roadblock bill died in Committee. So if you hear of roadblocks, get names, take pictures, get the 
location and send this into our State office. THIS is illegal since the Texas Supreme Court said so 
some time back. 
 
The Governors attempt to get more of his bills passed, all failed, but sure cost the taxpayers a heap 
of cash. They voted to sell 200mil in bonds already approved by voters, no to hwy toll roads, and only 
kept the agencies in question for two more years not the four years the governor requested. It was a 
reminder that our phone calls, e-mails and letters are making the difference, most had their reps 
phone number programmed into their phones already. 
   
After that Sputnik called us around the ceremonial table and unveiled the SPUTNIK 
Outstanding Chapter Award. What a work of art. Seems our Chapter has been doing our job pretty 
well and was recognized. Group photos and a Big Hell Ya brought our meeting to an end. I would like 
to THANK everyone for their time and efforts since we formed this chapter.    
 Voted to send $100 to State office. 
    
 We worked on more details for the Hysterical Marker Run in OCT that we plan on hosting to raise 
funds for the State Office and see if we can drum up more memberships. Received ten more 
memberships, welcomed our newest members. 
 BIG THANKS. 
 Frank    
NEXT Meeting to be held on 01 AUG 2009 at CHRISTY'S, 2610 N. Velasco St. in 
Angleton, 979-849-4932, 1100am 
See Ya there 



 
 
 

 



 

 



 

 

This Chapter Has not yet chosen a name 

On 9 July 2009, the following clubs met for the purpose of holding the monthly Texas Motorcycle 
Rights Association (TMRA2) meeting at the American Legion Post 582, 910 Industrial Ave, Copperas 
Cove, TX.  Bruce "Windward" Raymond, CTRC, chaired the meeting and 17 attendees represented 
the following clubs: 
BoozeFighters MC - 78 (BFMC-78), Bikers Against Child Abuse (BACA),Patriot Guard Riders (PGR), 
American Legion Riders - 55 (ALR-55), Brotherhood of Bikers MC (BoB), Sons of the South MC,  
American Legion Riders - 573 (ALR-573),  American Legion Riders - 582 (ALR-582), Chisholm Trail 
RC (CTRC) 
 
Opening prayer was provided by Kickstand, BFMC-78.  Bruce Raymond, CTRC, explained he had 
agreed to temporarily fill the position of TMRA2 (Ft Hood/Killeen) Chairman and asked for a 
volunteer(s) to lead future meetings. 
 
The following handouts were provided to attendees: 
o        TMRA2 Membership Application (Online registration available)  
o        SB No. 1967 
o        Texas Legislature Online Actions - SB 1967 
o        How to write a letter to Your Lawmaker 
         
A review of Senate Bill 1967 was made and general discussion followed.  Members shared several 
examples of personal experiences expressing that the Bill should be stronger.  The Bill basically 
states that instead of the normal "Failure to Yield" fine of $30 was increased to $500 when a 
motorcycle rider is the victim of an accident. 
 
After discussing SB 1967, which becomes effective 1 September 2009, Bruce explained that it takes 
action to make changes and then led the discussion on House Bill 1569, Equal access to places of 
public accommodation. Even though HB 1569's status is "Died, time ran out", it's never too late to 
write our representative.  According to the Texas Legislature Online History, the bill is currently left 
pending in committee. 
For the status of other bills: http://www.tmra2.org/bills.shtml  
 
Issues were brought up about specific cities that target motorcycle riders.  Galveston City Ordinances 
were mentioned and Bruce agreed to research specifically about the city requirement to wear helmets 
and loud pipe restrictions. (Bruce found the following, but no mention of either 
issue was found: 
http://www.municode.com/resources/gateway.asp?sid=43&pid=10204 ) 
         
In conjunction with listing specific cities, it was suggested to maintain a list of those cities that appear 
to target motorcycle riders. Bruce stated he would maintain a "Watch Cities" list with details for 
distribution to the group. Cities of concern are: 
*   Rogers - Stopped for wearing sunglasses at 5:30pm (City 
Ordinance/$140 fine) 
*   Holland - Physical verification of health insurance for not wearing helmet. 
*   Shiner - Various issues. 
*  Safety was discussed.  Bruce reminded riders to watch out for each other during the hot summer 
months.  He talked about dehydration and cautioned to drink plenty of water.  The rule of thumb is, 

http://www.tmra2.org/bills.shtml
http://www.municode.com/resources/gateway.asp?sid=43&pid=10204


"Pee clear, you're okay! Pee yellow and you need more water!".  Bull, ALR-582, also reminded riders 
to watch for worn tires which could cause blow-outs. 
*  Bruce asked for all attending to verify their email addresses.  He explained when messages are 
sent, that nobody would be able to see email address.  He explained he did this for privacy of the 
individual.   
*        Closing prayer was provided by Kickstand, BFMC-78. 
*        Meeting called to close by Bruce.       
 
To join TMRA2 go to the following link: http://www.tmra2.org/index.shtml and 
click on JOIN.  Also, if anyone wants to receive these messages in "Text 
Only", please let me know.  That's it for tonight and the next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 13 
Aug 2009, at the American Legion Post 582!   
Ride Safe, 
Bruce "Windward" Raymond 
CTRC, President/Founder 
TMRA2, Ft Hood/Killeen Chapter, Sgt at Arms 
Chisholm Trail Riding Club (CTRC) 
PO Box 3264 
Harker Heights, TX 76548 
www.chisholmtrails.org 
DISCLAIMER: CTRC does not accept any responsibility for any rider who comes on their own free 
will. All riders are assumed to be motorcycle licensed and have all Texas required registrations and 
insurance. CTRC will not leave anyone behind or stranded.  
 We shall attend their next meeting.   Sputnik 

Texas Owners Group Chapter 

July Meeting Minutes 

   The Texas Owners Group met on July 12 at 12:00 noon at Lost Prairie Cycles. After a BBQ lunch 
served by Tom the meeting started at 1pm. The June minutes and financial report were read and 
approved. $104.00 was collected during the month to go to the state office. 
In old business Tom let us know to check out the updates to The HOT Rally website.  

In new business we learned that HB 1967 had passed and the police will not be able to pull us over 

after 9-1 for not wearing a helmet. We passed around a Freedom Pledge to sign saying that every 

day we would do something to protect our freedom. And that we all need to contact our congressmen 

to say no to the Cap and Trade bill. 

Tom also let us know that the TMRA2 July 4th birthday in Abilene had a very poor turnout. And that 

next year we should all try to attend. We had 17 members present and signed up 3 new members. 

Meeting was adjourned at 1:45.  

The next meeting is scheduled for August 2. 

Sandra Lynch-Secretary  

Texas Owners Group  

District 05 

http://www.tmra2.org/index.shtml


They say that GM has come back out of bankruptcy completely 

out of debt but owned by the Federal Government. I personally 

donôt believe the government has any business in the auto 

industry. If they were going to take over anything they should 

have repealed the Law sneaked past the people during the 

Christmas Break under the Roosevelt Administration that gave 

the Federal Reserve to a few of the wealthiest men in the world 

who now totally control the worlds finances. Then they could 

have printed the money to help the businesses that were having 

a tough time instead of making the bankers more wealthy.   

GMôs new electric three wheeler. 

 

We received an invitation from Corey of Lutherôs Gallery in Austin to 

attend a showing by his friend Timothy White based on the life of Indian 

Larry. Indian Larry was a Legend in his time and with his death has 

become even more so. Timothy had followed around with Larry for 16 

years and recorded his life in Photo. This was of course an invitation we 

could not pass up. There were complimentary snacks and mixed drinks 

and of course water for those of us who didnôt drink. We met Coreyôs two 

sisters and learned that they too were riders so we invited them to our 

Howl-O-Ween Rally. 

(Corey & I in front of one of the many photos of Indian Larry) 

Indian Larry was a noted stunt rider and rights activist. His tattoos stated his beliefs leaving no doubt that he 

was a strong supporter of the Constitution. We dedicated an NCOM Convention to Indian Larry after his death 

and that memory kept a lump in my throat as we moved about the showing. Truly a night this Old Warrior shall 

never forget as we wandered among the photos and other memorabilia and felt the presence of such a great 

man. 

 Elgin and Manor Proclamations 

TMRA2 finally finished getting the Elgin and Manor proclamation for Motorcycle Awareness. The 

Elgin proclamation was declared in June and the Manor was declared in July.  In June the TMRA2 

Task Force accepted the proclamation and rightfully so.   This group spent many hours down at the 

capitol walking and talking to promote all the bills we worked on.  The TMRA2 Task force had to go 

door to door to 150 representatives and 30 senators, speak to each 

rep, senator or their staff and sell them on the idea of saving lives 

via SB1967.  Each week the Task force walked the halls of the 

capitol. Walking in a legends shoes, Sputnik, and we spent hours 

waiting to testify in person in front of committee hearings week after 

week.  So it was just a no brainer that they be the ones to accept 

the Elgin proclamation from our Mayor.  

From left to right there is David Die, Brittney Parks, Tamara 

Parks, Terri Williams, and Stephanie Parks. 



 In Manor we did the same thing. This time it was Sputnik and I accepting the proclamation from Manor.  Next 

year our goal is to get both of them right before the ROT rally in May.  It was a great experience and a good 

way to meet our local city government.  TMRA2 would like to thank all the bikers who did proclamations in this 

large state and who came to the capitol to support SB1967.  It took literally everyone to make this bill happen.  

We had letters sent in and testimony from all the COCôs and Defenders, Texas Abate Confederation, TMRA2, 

TMRA, CMA, The COIR, The El Paso Safety Coalition, TXDOT  DPS, The state board of Insurance, The new 

Texas Motorcycle Safety Coalition, Representative Norma Chavez and her staff, Senator Carona and his staff, 

The City of Houston PD, the city of Dallas PD, the City of Austin PD and all those Riders who came to the 

capitol on Legislative Day and the Bar-B-Q with the Legislators.  

 All 150 reps voted yes for SB1967, all of the Safety Committee voted yes, and all the senators voted yes.  

There was not one rep or senator that voted no on our bill.  And even more important than all of that was the 

fact that God was all in the details.  Prayer has always been one of TMRA2ôs greatest weapons for justice.  We 

prayed constantly through the process of walking the Bill through. And saw that it just happens to be that Rep 

Jim Pitts (a good friend of Sputnikôs) was the chairman for the Appropriation Committee, and Norma was on 

the board, another good friend of Sputniks.  This is why we got back our rider training money. It just magically 

happened that Senator Carona had a change of heart and decided to keep his word to promote any bill that the 

group had agreed on. He kept his word (which to me is an act of God). There were many times that SB 1967 

was going to be killed due to time restraints. We watched as it slipped through two groups that were fighting 

profusely over the Voter ID and other bills. Over 200 bills were killed in the path of the arguing, ours just 

magically slipped through. And then there was the governor, will he sign it??? He had always vetoed 

everything we ever put before him and he had just come out on TV saying he was vetoing the Bicycle bill 

SB488.  I thought our bill would be on the chopping block as well, but instead it was signed. (another act of 

God).   

I can go on and on, and some folks may say that it was just a lucky thing. I say it was not luck at all, it was fate, 

it was simply meant to be.  And we are excited about the fact the SB1967 will now give the state the funding 

they need to run Motorcycle Safety Awareness PSAôs, radio ads, and signs, all year long.   

As Gary Dupriest from the Texas Motorcycle Roadriders said two years ago, if this safety program was the 

Wizard of Oz, we would still be on the munchkin level.  Well Gary I am proud to say we are now on our way to 

seeing the Wizard of Oz.  We hit the Motorcycle Safety mother load and the rest of the country is sitting back 

waiting to see if our death rates will really go down.  I can promise you, they will!!!! 

  HEADS UP ON SB 1967 

 Elmer, our Webmaster in Dallas received an Email from a Handicap Rider who called DPS 

about getting a MC license on his Trike and was told he needed the Rider Training Course to 

get a license. He called about getting the Rider Training Course and was told the course didnôt 

exist. He wanted to know what he could do. 

First- The DPS officer was wrong. If they are not certain they should check with a senior 

officer and not just guess at what the law says. SB 1967 does not take effect until 9/1/09 so the 

man can just go down and take the license test on his Trike and if he passes then he gets a 

motorcycle license. Anyone can take the Motorcycle Test on two or three wheels until that 

date. Plans are in the works to have a Trike Course by the deadline so another + for SB1967. 

Second- After 9/1/09 to get a MC license you will need to complete the Rider Training Course, 

pass the written exam for a license and that is all. No Driving Test for your license. For 

answers to any questions contact me sputnik@tmra2.org or 512-971-6777.                            

mailto:sputnik@tmra2.org


     

 We shall Auction this Flag at The Howl-O-Ween Rally 
The workmanship is unbelievably perfect 

 

First Navy Jack Flag  

The U.S. Navy is relying on a historic ico n to 

remind the world of America's strength and 
courage. The rattlesnake has been a favorite 
symbol of independence throughout 

America's history. Adopted as a uniquely 
American icon by early patriots, such as 

Benjamin Franklin, the rattlesnake 
represents A merican unity. Individually, its 
rattles have no sound, but united they can 

be heard by all. And while it does not strike 
unless threatened, once provoked, the 

deadly rattlesnake never surrenders.  

The rattlesnake was used as a symbol of 
resistance to Briti sh repressive acts in Colonial America. Flags bearing 

rattlesnakes and bearing the simple warning "Don't Tread on Me" were flown on 
the first ships of the Continental Navy in the Delaware River in 1775.  

Today, as America faces unprecedented threats, this historic symbol of our 
founding has emerged as a powerful reminder of our origin and true courage. 

Since May 2002, all U.S. Navy ships have flown the First Navy Jack from 8 a.m. 
to sunset daily while in port. The temporary substitution for the Union Jack 

represents a historic reminder of the nation's and Navy's origin and will to 
persevere and triumph during the global war on terrorism.  

We have joined with the United States Navy Memorial Foundation to bring you a 

special edition First Navy Jack Flag . Created to meet the standards of flag 
construction established by the United States Navy Memorial Foundation, each 
3' x 5' flag in this edition is handmade, piece -constructed together, and then 

marrow -stitched.  

We have also arranged for each First Navy Jack Flag  to be hand - raised 
according to tradition over the U.S. Navy Memorial. Your flag will be 

accompanied by a certificate documenting that it was flown over the U.S. Navy 
Memorial.  

We invite you to proudly display this American symbol a nd send a message to 
the world that America will stand up to its aggressors and preserve liberty.  

 

 
(U.S. Navy Photo by Photographer's 

Mate 3rd Class Todd Frantom)  

 

 

 

http://paracom.paramountcommunication.com/ct/3249142:4453498762:m:N:157728710:1D477CEC4D444F360BB904587FACAD05
http://paracom.paramountcommunication.com/ct/3249142:4453498762:m:N:157728710:1D477CEC4D444F360BB904587FACAD05
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   State Senator Kirk Watson told a funny story about keeping your eye on the Ball from his football 
playing days. He then compared it to happenings during the just finished Legislative Session.    

 

For the billion-dollar version of this story, look no further than the Texas Workforce Commission. 

The commissionôs mission, among other things, is to administer the stateôs aid to Texans who lose 
jobs through no fault of their own.As was noted during this past legislative session by Workforce 
Commission Chairman Tom Pauken (who was appointed by the Governor and once led the Texas 
Republican Party), unemployment assistance is not a welfare program.  It exists to provide temporary 
help to Texans in tough, sometimes tragic, situations so they can find work without losing their 
homes, cars, or electricity.  And it protects the economy as much as the people who need it. 

The commissionôs job is to figure out how much money the state needs for unemployment benefits, 
what to charge businesses that support the program, and how to prepare for things like economic 
recessions that send the stateôs unemployment rate skyrocketing. And as you may have noticed over 
the last few days, the commission isnôt doing any of those things very well. 

Some ugly history 

The program known as unemployment insurance has been so politicized by the Governor  that  itôs 
easy to forget how much it matters to struggling, everyday Texans.  This was the area in which 
Governor Perry arbitrarily decided not to accept more than a half-billion in federal stimulus money, 
despite a bipartisan chorus urging him not to take such a rash, destructive action.  He had his eye on 
politics, not on the important goal of making sure the system worked. But  to understand how badly 
this political football was dropped, some history is in order. 

 Last  year,  in the face of a coming economic storm, the Workforce Commission voted 2-1 to 
stop collecting money that funds the program.  This was such a bad idea at the time that the 
then-Chairwoman, Diane Rath, who also was appointed by the Governor, said (according to 
the transcript) that she would vote to cut the collections ñwith deep concern, because of the 
increase in unemployment rate, the increase payout rates, the national economic situation and 
the indications that weôre seeing here in Texas.  However, the governor supports this, and I 
certainly support his position.ò 

 

Get that?  An agency chairwoman was concerned about an action, rattled off four substantive policy 
reasons not to do it, and then voted to do it anyway because  ñthe  governor  supports this.ò  At least 
the politicizing is transparent. 

 Back  in February, the Governor was publicly wrestling with the question  of  whether  he  
should  accept  federal stimulus money.  Eventually, he accepted almost all of it.  In fact, $12 
billion of it was used to balance the budget this year (a fact the Governor seems to forget when 
heôs bragging about the stateôs balanced budget).  But he rejected about $550 million in 
unemployment assistance, which would have required changing state law so that more people 
who need and deserve this help could get it.  Republicans and Democrats rallied around a bill 
that would have made those legal changes, noting that if they proved too expensive, the 
legislature could go back to the current system. But, in the face of the Governorôs political fight, 
the bill didnôt pass. 

 In recent days, itôs become clear that Texas will need to borrow $643 million from the federal 
government to keep the unemployment insurance fund from going under. This is money that 
Texas employers will now be responsible for repaying, and most of that debt could have been 
avoided had  the  state  accepted the unemployment stimulus money.  So the Governorôs 
posturing on unemployment has piled as much as a half-billion dollars in new debt on our vital 
job creators at a time when they can least afford it. 



 And last week, we learned that the workforce commission has so badly mangled the stateôs 
benefits system that tens of thousands of Texans who need and qualify for benefits arenôt 
receiving them.  In fact, the agencyôs having a tough time even answering calls from worried 
Texans. In the meantime, Texasô unemployment rate continues to rise  itôs now at 7.5 percent, 
the highest itôs been since the end of the oil bust.  The state lost more than 40,000 jobs in 
June, putting the total losses at more than 270,000 this year.  More and more people are 
seeking help.  And the only place for them to turn is an agency thatôs been degraded and 
hamstrung by politics. 

  
The state, and the Governor, should stop looking for people to blame.  Just fix the problems, serve 
Texans, and quit thinking about elections. 
Letôs keep our eye on the ball.  Every single time! 

Senator Kirk Watson 

District 14 

We watched as this played out down at the capitol last session. Senator Watson was one of the few legislators 

to keep a clear head and patiently work across Party lines to make things happen for the betterment of the 

state. Unfortunately there was just no way to work around Rick Perry. 
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Technology Enabling Near-Term Nationwide Implementation of Distance Based Road User 

Fees 

  

This report describes a system meant for near-term deployment that directly determines the distance 

traveled by a vehicle and uses this as a basis for charging a fee that reflects road use. An in-vehicle 

device with access to the vehicle data bus and power through a single standard connector available 

on all passenger vehicles since 1996, electronically calculates the distance and then securely 

communicates relevant information to a "back office" for processing and transferring accumulated 

fees from the user to the appropriate government jurisdiction. Also described are means for providing 

payment (and receiving credit for motor fuel use taxes paid at the pump) while also ensuring 

compliance, enforcement, transparency and privacy. 

Communication is via text messaging, available wherever cellular service is accessible. No new 

wireless infrastructure is needed. The in-vehicle device distinguishes distance traveled by state or by 

other regions of interest e.g., rural vs. urban areas, using the same cellular technology that is used for 

communications. Aggregating distance based on rural vs. urban travel can facilitate different pricing 

policies for these different road users. Neither a GPS receiver nor longitude/latitude position data is 

necessary. However, higher resolution position sensing can be added to the core platform as needed 

based on policy objectives, e.g., to consider alternate pricing for specific road facilities. 

  

PDF 76 pages: 

http://www.its.umn.edu/Publications/ResearchReports/pdfdownload.pl?id=1166 

This of course is to show how easily the change from gas tax to pay as you go could be implemented. Doesnôt it also 

make you wonder just what else this system will be used for without your knowledge? Reading this report makes one 

realize how vulnerable we all are to government snooping.  

 

http://www.its.umn.edu/Publications/ResearchReports/pdfdownload.pl?id=1166


 

Texas Motorcycle Safety Coalition 

The new Texas Motorcycle Safety Coalition met again on July 9th, 2009 at the Texas Transportation Institute in 

Bryan, Texas.  David Die did a great job chairing the meeting and the new info from this past session was 

outlined. The meeting was opened by David Die, and Quinn Brackett started the Legislative update.  Terri 

Williams explained the process of SB1967 how it was passed and what kind of funding the coalition should 

expect from it. TXDOT will now get enough funds appropriated to them to run Motorcycle Safety awareness 

campaigns all year long instead of just in the month of July. The bikers here in Texas ride their motorcycles all 

year long since Texas weather here permits it. So we need a lot more funding to the extent of the ñDonôt Mess 

with Texasò Campaign. There will also be campaigns aimed at the motorcyclist to wear protective gear at all 

times, not just helmets but leathers as well  to make yourself as visible as possible on your bikes. 

The new Motorcycle Rider Training money that was put in the Texas budget was discussed in detail by John 

Young, head of the DPS  Motorcycle Rider Training Program.  The city of Austin PD attended the meeting and 

was credited for starting their program early against aggressive drivers.  APD was in the meeting and 

explained that they had a program where they were riding around on a bus to see who violates the right of way 

of the bus and who are driving illegally and aggressively around buses. There was over 200 incidents reported 

by the officers on the bus, in less than two weeks. 

 Johnôs area did the same thing in a pilot program in Washington State with motorcycles.  John reported, they 

had an unmarked police car following a motorcycle around for two weeks in heavy traffic just to see if people 

really do drive badly around bikes.  In two weeks time they had over 40 tickets given out and one person was 

actually arrested for purposely trying to hit the biker, we call that road rage. If this does not tell everyone that 

bikers are being violated, I donôt know what does. John Young has many good plans for the money his area is 

getting. They plan to increase their staff, purchase more bikes for training, open more rider training facilities, 

Teach police officers on the correct way to write up a police report on motorcycle accidents.  What tickets and 

violations the officers should be giving.  Example: if someone is blatantly reckless driving, the officer needs to 

issue a major conviction of reckless driving to keep this person from injuring some one else. Our society has 

the attitude that if I hurt or kill someone, my auto insurance will take care of it. WRONG!!!  It is against the law 

to use your car as a deadly weapon. Unless reckless drivers loose everything they have, they will continue to 

drive like maniacs. They are using their cars as deadly weapons and they are doing everything but driving 

while behind the wheel. This needs to stop.   

Patricia Turner suggested that we start focusing on how to spend the money that will be received by the state 

of Texas and is looking at all avenuesôs to get the word out to ñwatch out for motorcyclesò.  Gonzalo Ponce 

from TXDOT said they are still getting out the new ñShare the Road signsò and that bikers should be noticing 

them all over Texas now.  Bill Paxton with TMRA explained that they got out their message to send letters on 

SB1967 through their news letter. The Texas Motorcycle Roadriders spent a lot of money getting the word out 

to send in letters and to testify on these bills. Pegasus-Kathy Bochat-Duross, Vice President of the Roadriders, 

came in and testified along with the rest of us on SB1967.  And Bill Paxton presented Terri Williams with an 

official ñShare the Road Patchò, for all her hard work at the capitol.  It was a great honor for me to receive this 

patch and it is always an honor to work with the Roadriders (TMRA). 

Jim Stanford along with other members brought up the need to work on the drinking and driving issue involving 

bikers.  There were many suggestions as to how to tackle this problem, but since drinking in general is a 

problem for our society, we are still looking for suggestions in this arena.  Terri suggested maybe setting up 

breath test for free, provided by the rally promoters before leaving rally grounds.  At least the bikers who are 

concerned about DWI might use them and we could offer up rides home etc. to intoxicated bikers.  It was also 

mentioned that the Clubs police their own and that some clubs have a zero tolerance on drunk driving.  One 



DPS officer shared with Terri and Stephanie at the capitol, he was in a riding Club for police officers,  said that 

if one of his club members tried to leave a rally drunk they would take their keys away and if they persisted  

they would actually arrest  their  brother to keep him from riding drunk.   

It was also discussed how to deal with the single motorcycle accident involving young bikers on Crotch 

rockets/sport bikes.  Terri advised the panel that our El Paso chapter was having many problems with high 

speed bikers actually racing in the city streets due to boredom.  So it was decided by Mando, before these 

young bikers could be in the El Paso COC and or a TMRA2 member that they have to agree not to race in the 

streets. It worked and the TMRA2 El Paso chapter now has several sport bike groups signed up and active in 

these groups.  And several of them put it in their by laws not to race anymore in the streets.   

At the end of the meeting the general consensus was we need to reduce all the single motorcycle accidents as 

much as possible, be sure the money available to the state of Texas for motorcycle safety and training is spent 

correctly and in areaôs that will benefit the bikers the most.  That if we drop the numbers in both of these areas 

significantly in the next two years and then next session, it will be much easier to get more money based on 

our success.  In other words it is do or die using the money on SB 1967; we have our work cut out for us.  The 

end result of this meeting is that we all need to work on reducing our single motorcycle accident as well as the 

accidents caused by cage drivers in order for our numbers to come down significantly.   

In addition it was brought up by David Die that the state of Texas can now qualify for a federal grant to get 

more money for motorcycle safety and awareness because we did form a state wide coalition.  He has been 

working on this closely with AIM attorney, Bill Smith, and we should hear something soon. 

Terri also mentioned too that she still wants to bring in the motorcycle insurance industry to fund their own 

PSAôs for bikers since they have a vested interest in saving money by reducing bike accidents.  Terri is 

currently dialoging with Progressive insurance and the idea is if we, the bikers and agencyôs of Texas, have 

saved them money by changing the laws, ie SB1967, then they should do their part too by providing their own 

public service announcements.  Letôs get the little GEICO Lizard to say watch out for motorcycles. 

 If the motorcycle insurance companies can reduce their UM claims by 50% in this state, then they should be 

interested in getting in on the band wagon of promoting motorcycle safety.  Eventually the accidents will go 

down, their will be less claims, and in turn it will help keep the cost of motorcycle insurance down.  It will also 

hopefully change the attitude of some of the companies and agents to promote these injury coverageôs to 

bikers.  Coverageôs that all bikers need on all biker policies like:  HIGH Uninsured/underinsured motorist 

coverageôs and high personal injury protection limits.  Right now agents often tell bikers they donôt  need  the 

coverageôs for injuries because the bike insurance company they work for tells them,  NOT TO SELL  INJURY 

COVERAGES TO BIKERS.  Also with SB 1967 medical insurance companies now have to tell bikers if they 

are excluding bike accidents in their policies. 

Terri explained that Nina Saint, who headed up the drivers Ed programs for teenagers here in Texas, will be 

getting funding to help her promote motorcycle safety in the drivers Education programs in Texas.  So when 

your teenager is taking drivers education they will be taught to also watch out for motorcycles and why they 

need to be extra careful when traveling around bikes.  We also are encouraging Nina to promote ñno cell 

phone useò at all to teenagers.  And there will be other good ideaôs implemented involving teenage driving.  

Since this is the main age bracket that hits and kills bikers, and who insists on texting while driving, we were 

very glad that Nina was so quick to implement her new program.  Our hats are off to you Nina you will be 

saving many lives.   

Just to let everyone know, here are the latest news reports on driving while on cell phones, you be the judge 

on how dangerous it is. 

 



U.S. Withheld Data on Risks of Distracted Driving  (may require registration to read) 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/21/technology/21distracted.html 
 
Report: Agency withheld distracted driver research 
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5gsKtAgd7nPCrDhq2AUGTK9fSdtiAD99IJGS00 
 
Real cell-phone dangers exposed: Using wireless communication devices while driving 
http://blogs.consumerreports.org/cars/2009/07/cell-phone-dangers-using-wireless-communication-devices-
while-driving.html 
 
Gov't Wanted Total Cell Phone Ban For Drivers, Report Reveals 
http://www.pcworld.com/article/168793/govt_wanted_total_cell_phone_ban_for_drivers_report_reveals.html 
 
Consumer Groups: Gov't Kept Secret The Dangers of Cell Phones 
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/Travel/story?id=8135393&page=1 
 
Studies Showing Dangers of Cellphone Use while Driving Were Suppressed 
http://www.ombwatch.org/node/10233 
  
Report: Agency Hid Distracted Driver Stats 
http://cbs4.com/consumer/Distracted.Driving.Drivers.2.1095052.html 
 
Driving and cell phones: Why they don't go together  
http://www.philly.com/philly/blogs/wingingit/51337479.html 
 

WASHINGTON (CNN) -- Four senators pushed for a bill Wednesday to ban texting while driving, a day after a study found 

that drivers who text while on the road are much more likely to have an accident than undistracted drivers. States that do 

not enact text-banning laws within two years of the bill's passage could lose 25 percent of their federal highway funds, 

Schumer said in a news conference announcing the legislation. 

Fourteen states, including the home states of three of the bill's sponsors, and the District of Columbia already have laws 

barring texting while driving: Alaska, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Louisiana, Maryland, Minnesota, New 

Jersey, North Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Virginia and Washington.   

New York does not ban texting while driving but has barred the use of handheld phones while driving, according to the 

Governor's Highway Safety Association. Schumer said New York's legislature has sent Gov. David Paterson a bill to ban 

texting as well.                              (This just reported 7/30/09) 

While we donôt always agree on all issueôs involving motorcycle safety, The truth is, the New  Motorcycle 

Safety Coalition is a God Send to the state of Texas and we are all excited to be a part of the new forum and 

look forward to working together in the future.  God Bless the Coalition for saving lives in Texas.. 

Terri Williams 

TMRA2 State Secretary/Treasure 

Texas Motorcycle Safety Coalition Secretary 

US Defender COIR Member 

Producer of Texas Politics Biker Style 

TMRA2 Legislative Task Force Member(And those 

are just the titles I remember..) 
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